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DRAFT MINUTES 
of the Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council Meeting held on 15th 

JULY 2024 at Stanningfield Village Hall 
Present: 
Cllr A Langan (Chairman) 
Cllr J Clark 
Cllr R Duchesne 
Cllr S Mayhew 
Cllr S Tyrell 
In attendance: 
N Glading, Parish clerk, Jane Spenser and five members of the public 

 
2024/22 CHAIRMANS WELCOME and RECORDING OF MEETING  

a.  (i) No recording 
(ii) The current clerk, Nicola Glading, has resigned.  The Chairman paid 

tribute to her hard work during the last six years. She has always 
addressed her tasks with good humour and given good advice, she 
will be missed.  
Jane Spenser has expressed an interest in taking up the post. She 
manages a shoe repair shop and knows the area well, having 
attended school in Culford.  

 

2024/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
 

a) Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr G Broad and Cllr A 
Clarke. 

b) The Councillors consented to accept the apologies received. 

 
 

2024/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
a. To receive Members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: None (  

2024/25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   
 Members of the public may speak about specific items on this agenda.  

(i)  Insurance issue about the Hall – need to go back as soon as 
possible. Clive Mears, who had been a parish councillor several 
years ago when the building was first envisaged, had brought to the 
meeting a copy of the documents about the Hall building design 
and construction. It was thought that it would be prudent to scan 
this into parish records and place the document in the safe. 
Clerk to scan in. Meeting to discuss to be arranged.  

(ii) Davis Staff had received a West Suffolk Food Hygiene form, which 
was given to Cllr J Clark for completion. 

(iii)  Assault/ disturbances reported- a resident has camera footage. 
Gunshots heard. Clerk to inform Police and the District Councillor 

 

2024/26 UPDATES FROM COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  
a. To receive an update from County Councillor K. Soons: not present  
b. To receive an update from the District Councillor S Mildmay-White: not present 
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2024/27 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS held MAY 3rd 2024  
a.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on May 3rd 2024 were 

unanimously AGREED to be an accurate record and the Chairman authorised 
to sign the same. 

 

b.  Business remaining from the meeting not on this agenda: None  
2024/28 MATTERS RELATING TO BRADFIELD COMBUST VILLAGE GREEN  

a. Cllr Langan reported that the saga continues. He has enquired at SCC 
Highways legal dept. but received no reply.  Cllr Langan has suggested that 
SCC Highways produce a paper which details our obligations and rights 
regarding the Green.   
The next step will be a request for a definite response from SCC Highways legal 
Dept. 

 

2024/29 MATTERS RELATING TO FINANCE  
a. The Accounts Payable June/ July 2024 were considered and unanimously 

AGREED 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE JULY 2024 BCS   

Payee Item Amount VAT 
Ayuntee 
Accountancy Internal audit £150.00 £25.00 
Staff costs  Jun-24 316.26   
Office allow Apr May June 2024 £79.00   

First Connect  
Service Stanningfield Village Hall 
carried out on 05/06/2024 £185.70 £30.95 

Gallagher Insurance Outstanding payment  £50.00   
Tops Garden 
Services 02/05/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00     
Invoice 2246 16/05/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00     
  30/05/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00 £324.00 £54.00 
Invoice 2294 13/06/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00     
  27/06/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00 £216.00 £36.00 
Invoice 2245 21/03/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00     
  04/04/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00     
  18/04/2024 Grass Cutting 90.00 £324.00 £54.00 
ICO Annual fee £40.00   

 

 

b. The signatories were authorised to sign the relevant cheques.  
c. The final signed 2023-2024 AGAR was received and it was confirmed that the 

Certificate of Exemption has been sent to PKF Littlejohn. 
Appendix 
 

2024/30 MATTERS RELATING TO THE ALLOTMENTS  
a.  (i) To consider allotment boundaries (on site meeting): An updated Plan 

of the allotments will be produced. 
(ii) It was RESOLVED to hold the allotment charges with effect from 

October 2024 at £7.50 half plot and £15.00 for a full plot. 
(iii)  It is believed that the wild garden is to be established elsewhere. 
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(iv) It was RESOLVED to agree to the proposed work by UKPN. Clerk to 
inform.  

2024/31 MATTERS RELATING TO STANNINGFIELD PLAYGROUND and STREET 
FURNITURE 

 

a. The playground report for May 2024 was received. Cllr Langan commented that 
this latest inspection itemises only minor deficiencies.   
A bench in inside the playground was suggested (next meeting ) 

 

b. Purchase of a replacement bench at the corner of Beechcroft: Cllr Tyrell told 
the meeting that a new bench will be purchased and installed by the Village 
Society.  The old bench to be broken up for kindling as it is rotten. 
Cllr Tyrell further confirmed that the bench will be maintained by the Village 
Society. 

 

2024/32 EMERGENCY PLAN  
a. The Emergency Plan template was considered with a view to the production of 

an updated Emergency Plan. This is a lengthy document, it is thought to apply 
to all councils, regardless of size.   
BC&S can take advantage of some of the advice – there are some benefits in 
terms of communications but a lot of it is more appropriate to bigger councils.  
The current Emergency Plan is on the website 
Next meeting 

 

b.  Complaints about grass cutting at Bradfield Combust 
Cllr Duchesne took no part is this item 
Cllr Langan told the meeting he thinks that the service has deteriorated a bit. 
He can understand why, as they don`t waste any time tidying up and cut 
regardless of weather. The problem probably arises because the land is 
undulating at Bradfield Combust Village Green, making it difficult to cut. 
Mr Staff commented that Tops do a good job in Stanningfield, there is no 
control over weather. It would be prudent to talk to Tom and explain.   
Cllr Langan confirmed that Tom came out when he last complained. Overall 
the grass is presentable. 
It is thought that people are complaining as it’s along a main road.  
BC&S have been using Tops for about 5 years.   
Cllr Langan commented that he believes he can find somebody in Bradfield 
Combust who will do the job, and that he may be able to get rid of some of the 
undulations, as  he was successful in getting Highways to put a curve on the 
turning circle.  
Clerk to approach Tom Duchene to ask if he could fill in the undulations 

 

2024/33 MATTERS RELATED TO PLANNING     
a. The Chairman allowed an application that arrived two days prior to the 

meeting, a heat source pump  
This had only been received on the preceding Friday 
The decision was No Comment 

 

2024/34 CHAIRMANS ITINERARY, REPORTS and CONSULTATIONS  
a.  Chairmans report  

(i) Progress of EV charger project 
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Cllr Langan reported that he feels we are finally getting somewhere - SCC has 
invited a contractor to install the points. 
Clerk to inform insurers once values are known 
Cllr Langan will email tomorrow £value tomorrow 
Will be installed by end of year  
BCS will get a percentage from the net income from the chargers, which  
should more than cover the outlay.  
The Councillors AGREED that Cllr Langan could Indicate to SCC that there is 
no issue with the project implementation   

b.  Clerk & Councillor`s reports   
(i) Update on claim ref: 9440515U The PC are not in a position to give 

permission to take down the hedging 
(ii) Update to Asset Register: It was AGREED to add the bus shelter at 

£6,000 
(iii) Update on cutting of footpaths from Fox Row to Old Lane and Norse 

Ave to Old Lane update: Cllr Duchesne will message her contacts/ 
workmen  messaged the boys- no-one has spoken to the boys  

(iv) Cllr Langan suggested a £300 grant to All Saints Church. 
Clerk to prepare a report for the next meeting on  
(i) Basis of equity/ precedent setting 
(ii) Legalities of giving money to Churches 

(v) Community Speedwatch: the police have volunteered to provide 
training in speed gun use. A report was produced by A Tucker 7-8 
years ago 

(vi) To locate red paint for Stanningfield telephone box, go onto Post 
Office website and follow links or google Brewers in Bury  

 

 

2024/35 EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION  
a. To exchange any relevant information at the discretion of the meeting 

(Chairman) 
None 

 
 
 

 Next meetings 
September 9th 2024,  November 11th 2024 

 

 
Meeting closed 21.35 
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APPENDIX A  
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