Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council
Nicola Glading, Parish clerk, 6, Albert Rolph Drive Lakenheath, Suffolk IP27 9DA
Tel: 01842 337488       Email: BradfieldCombustwithStanningfieldpc@outlook.com
Website: http://bradfieldcombustwithstanningfield.suffolk.cloud/


MINUTES 
[bookmark: _Hlk156408868][bookmark: _Hlk134805242]of the Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council Meeting held on
15th JANUARY 2024 at Stanningfield Village Hall
Present:
Cllr A Langan (Chairman)
Cllr J Clark
Cllr A Clarke
Cllr R Duchesne
Cllr T Kaciubsky
Cllr S Mayhew
Cllr S Tyrell
In attendance:
N Glading, Parish clerk, and four members of the public

	2024/79
	CHAIRMANS WELCOME and RECORDING OF MEETING
	

	a. 
	The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. Clerk to record for minutes only.
	

	2024/80
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
	

	

	a) Apologies for absence had been received from C/Cllr K Soons and D/Cllr S Mildmay-White 
b) It was noted that Cllr Bob Austin has resigned (moving to another area). Clerk to commence the required procedure to fill a casual vacancy and inform the District Council Returning Officer. The Clerks report on filling a casual vacancy was RECEIVED.
c) Councillors consented to accept the apologies received
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	2024/81
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
	

	a.
	To receive Members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (as defined by the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012) where these Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: a) Have not already been entered into the register and b) Relate to a matter to be considered 
None declared
	

	2024/82
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
	

	
	Members of the public may speak about specific items on this agenda, providing that the clerk has been notified of the intention to speak and the subject 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
(i) Confirmation from the Chairman is required that current signatories may still sign cheques. 
(ii) Rats remain a problem almost everywhere. The pest control operative has been obliged to set down a third set of bait at the allotments. It is thought that the Smithy Close ditch needs to be cleaned out because there is much accumulated debris. It was suggested that the debris  had been washed down from the allotments. Cllr Langan
will examine the Ordnance Survey maps to clarify. Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council will pay for pest control at the allotments, however, given that this is a village wide issue, the parish council can only intervene and take responsibility for land belonging to the parish. Question: Who owns the ditch? The occupier of a property at Stanningfield Village Green who has recently bought the property feels that the rats may emanate from a disused shed at the back of the property, ownership of which has apparently been retained by the previous owner of the property.
With the third refill of the bait boxes, very little bait is now being taken and it is thought that the Parish Council has alleviated the problem. 
Cllr A Clarke commented that SCC no longer appear to clear out the drains, which would exacerbate the rodent problem, and that of flooding.
Cllr Langan advised the meeting that some of the drains at Ixer Lane are so clogged that the detritus can be seen through the drain grids.
(iii) There are holes in the Stanningfield Village Green Roadway. 
(iv) Cllr Langan advised the meeting that Bradfield Combust Village Green was acquired by SCC Highways in 1956,  remaining unregistered until 2012. He seeks Village Green registration status. He has contacted The Society of Open Spaces and Campaign for the Protection of Rural England.  Cllr Langan agreed to contact Suffolk County Council to register the Bradfield Village Green. It was noted that the Parish Council has maintained  Bradfield Village Green for many years. 
(v) There is accumulated rubbish outside two houses. 1. House that Havebury Housing Association had removed the ruggish from- it seems to be accumulating again, possibly due to the aftermath of a flood. 2. Furniture e.g. couches, mattresses, are accumulating outside a house in Church Road, Stanningfield. Chairman to send a letter to the resident.
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	2024/83
	UPDATES FROM COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
	

	a.
	Update from County Councillor K. Soons: not present 
	

	b.
	Update from the District Councillor S Mildmay-White: not present 
	

	2024/84
	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held 5th December 2023 
	

	a. 
	The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th December 2023 were unanimously AGREED and the Chairman authorised to sign the same.
	

	b. 
	Business remaining from the meeting not on this agenda: none
	

	2024/85
	MATTERS RELATING TO BRADFIELD COMBUST VILLAGE GREEN
	

	a.
	 Progress report on safeguarding and ownership of the BC Green: Letter from Chairman to Mr Fox, see above at 2024/82 (iii)
	

	2024/86
	MATTERS RELATING TO FINANCE
	

	a.
	The Accounts Payable for January 2024 were unanimously AGREED
	Appendix B

	b.
	To confirm the additional bank signatories
	

	c.
	To authorise the signatories to sign the relevant cheques
	

	d.
	The accounts to quarter 3 were RECEIVED
There were no questions
(i) Payments
(ii) Receipts
(iii) Bank reconciliation
(iv) Budget comparison
	

	e.
	The Budget for 2024-5 was considered and unanimously AGREED 
It was RESOLVED to set the Precept at slightly over 3% (3.08%)
	Appendix C

	f.
	The Chairman and Clerk were authorised to sign the Precept Demand 2024-5 at 3.08%
Clerk to source and inform new Councillors of new Councillor training
	Clerk

Emailed 23/01/2024 and 16/02/2024

	2024/87
	APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
	

	a.
	The appointment of Ayuntee Accounting as the 2023-2024 internal auditor was AGREED
	
Clerk

	2024/88
	MATTERS RELATING TO STANNINGFIELD PLAYGROUND
	

	a.
	The Playground Report was considered. Cllr Langan confirmed that the report gives the play area a relatively clean bill of health, there are a few `low risk` items that should be rectified. Wooden items may be problematical. A former Councillor confirmed that the wooden items had been treated with preservative and Hammerite. Bushes had also been changed. Cllr A Clarke confirmed that, there do appear to be sufficient children in the village to make good use of the equipment, at a recent coffee morning, several young families attended.
	

	2024/89
	MATTERS RELATING TO GOVERNANCE
	

	a.
	To review BC & S Standing Orders (deferred)
	Next meeting

	b.
	review BC & S Financial Regulations (deferred)
	Next meeting

	c.
	To review BC & S Asset Register 
	Next meeting

	d.
	The BC & S Protocol for reporting at meetings was reviewed and AGREED
	

	e.
	The BC & S Data Protection Policy was reviewed and AGREED
	

	f.
	The BC & S Code of Conduct was reviewed and AGREED
	

	g. 
	The BC & S Accessibility Statement was reviewed and AGREED
	

	h.
	The BC & S SARs Policy was reviewed and AGREED
	

	i.
	The BC & S General Privacy Policy was reviewed and AGREED
	

	2024/90
	CHAIRMANS ITINERARY, REPORTS and CONSULTATIONS
	

	a. 
	Chairmans report (on the night)
Cllr Langan told the meeting that, as BCS was in a `brownfield` site, we should log any developments: the infrastructure and utilities are strained. The government are trying to meet housing objectives, BC&S should  be vigilant and ensure any housing is a good `fit` within the villages. 
	

	b. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk81223180]Clerk & Councillor`s reports (on the night)
(i) Clerk: Richard, SCC Highways engineer had reported back 27/11/2023 on flooding as requested. He reports that the three gulleys at Norse Avenue running ok. There are no gulleys at Hoggards Green (but a bit of a low spot). He will keep an eye on going forward
(ii) Need to confirm level of public liability required for a village handyman. 
(iii) Cllr R Duchesne offered to assist with the filling of holes at Stanningfield Village Green, as her family possess the necessary equipment
	









Chair to liaise

	2024/91
	EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION
	

	a.
	To exchange any relevant information at the discretion of the meeting Chairman; none
	





Meeting closed at 9.43 pm

















Appendix A
Clerks Report on action/s to take when a casual vacancy occurs
Vacancy notice: a vacancy notice must be advertised as soon as notification has been received by the parish council, (LGA 1972, sec 87(2)). A copy of this notice should be forwarded to the East Hampshire District Council Returning Officer (via the District Council elections office) as soon as possible.
 It should also be noted that in the case of a vacancy occurring through death of an existing councillor that it is customary to wait until after the funeral before advertising such a vacancy.
An election must be called if ten electors of the parish or parish ward send a request to the Proper Officer of East Hampshire District Council, within 14 days. An election must then take place within 60 days; all dates will be computed in accordance with the (LEPCR 2006, sch 2, sec 1-6). The calculation of the 14/60 day periods are both “DIES NON” and commence from the day of the posted notice.
Whilst there is no form of words for the electors’ request it will be helpful if the signatures of the electors are accompanied by printed names, addresses and elector numbers from the current electoral register. Example at the back of the guidance pack.
No call for election/ need for co-option: if no request for an election is received within 14 days then the parish council must seek to fill the vacancy by co-option as soon as practicable after the expiry of the notice. (LEPCR 2006, sec5 (5)). In regard to co-option the process to be followed is a matter for the Parish Council its self provided that it works within legislative boundaries. It is also the parish council that may co-opt whoever it pleases to fill a casual vacancy, (provided that, that person is qualified to serve as a councillor).
Key dates – vacancy timetable
Post Notice of Vacancy: Day 0 (day following receipt of notification of vacancy)
Notice of Vacancy expires: + 14 Dies Non (date of notice = 1st day)
Latest Date of Election: + 60 Dies Non (date of notice = 1st day)
Exceptions
In the case of a casual vacancy occurring in the last six months before the ordinary election, the parish council is required to give a notice of the casual vacancy but an election is not held. The council may co-opt or leave any vacancy unfilled until the next ordinary election. (LEPCR 2006, Sec 5 (6).
Following an ordinary election, if the parish council has a quorum, (LGA 1972), then it must co-opt as soon as is practicable, to the remaining vacancies, (RPA 1985, Sec 21). If the vacancy to be filled remains vacant outside of the 35 day period then the District authority may intervene (RPA 1985, Sec 21 cites RPA 1983, Sec 40). However, even after 35 days, the parish council may co-opt without the need to advertise such vacancies if the Returning Officer indicates that he does not wish to invoke his powers to call an election. This is because the Notice of Election (now expired) has acted as the vacancy notice and there is no provision for a further notice to be advertised.
When an election is called (ten electors)
In the case of an election being requested to fill a casual vacancy the District Council
Returning Officer will set a date for polling day, and the election process will begin with the publication of a notice of election, copies of which will be supplied to the parish clerk.
That notice will state where and when nomination papers may be collected and the date by when they should be delivered back to the Returning Officer. It also provides the date of the poll in the event of a contest.
Below are calculations for statutory dates associated with the calling of an election. These statutory calculations are in accordance with the LEPCR Rules 2006. In the case of an election actually being called, a statutory timetable with “Live” dates will be provided by the District Council Returning Officer.
Key election timetable dates:
Election Day (E) (last possible date) +60 Dies Non (day following notice is day 1)
Notice of Election E – 25 (Last possible date)
Close of Nominations E – 19 (4pm)
Publish Statement of Persons Nominated E – 17 (Noon)
Close of Withdrawal of Candidates E – 19 (4pm)
Notice of Poll E – 6
Polling E (7am – 10pm on day of election)
Please note that the above timetable will be computed in accordance with LEPCR 2006 and will exclude “Dies Non”:
• A Saturday or a Sunday
• Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a Bank Holiday or
• A day appointed for thanksgiving or mourning
Qualifications to be a parish councillor
A person is qualified to be elected and to be a parish councillor (LGA 1972, Sec 79 (1)), if
they are a British, Commonwealth, Republic of Ireland or European Union citizen and on the
day of their nomination and subsequently the day of poll they are aged 18 or over, in
addition, the person must meet at least one of the following criteria:
1. on the relevant day and thereafter they continue to be on the electoral register for the parish, or
2. during the whole of the twelve months before that day they have owed or tenanted
land or premises in the parish, or
3. during the whole of the twelve months before that day their principle or only place of
work has been in the parish, or
4. During the whole of the twelve months before that day they have resided in the parish
or within 4.8 kilometres of it.
Except for qualification (1), which must continue for the length of office, the above qualifications must apply for the period covering nomination and election, (LGA 1972, Sec79(2)).
Certain people are disqualified from outstanding, these include paid officers of the council (including clerks), bankrupts and those subject to recent sentences of imprisonment (within last 5 years prior to date of election). (LGA 1972, Sec 80).




Appendix B
	Accounts payable Jan 2024
	

	Payee
	Item
	Amount

	Command Pest Control
	Rodent control
	£90.00

	HMRC
	Tax
	£221.80

	T Langan
	Re-imburse tankards and pot plants
	£157.96

	Clerk
	Salary December 2023
	£295.46

	Clerk
	Salary Jan 2024
	£295.46

	Clerk
	Office expense
	£79.00



Appendix C
	item
	Budget 2024-2025

	staff salary
	£4,600.00

	hmrc
	£1,600.00

	payroll
	£110.00

	office
	£650.00

	mileage
	£0.00

	website
	£120.00

	training
	£100.00

	ins pc
	£730.00

	salc
	£300.00

	grass 
	£3,000.00

	audit
	£200.00

	ins vh
	£900.00

	grants
	£800.00

	vh maintenance
	£235.00

	All Saints maintenance
	£300.00

	playground
	£1,200.00

	pest control
	£400.00

	contingency 
	 

	 
	£15,245.00











Appendix D Precept application (signed and sent to WSC 16th January 2024)
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