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 Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 7th May 2013  
in Stanningfield Village Hall, Stanningfield 

 

Members present: Councillor D Staff in the Chair, Councillors M Bluett, D Crawford, M 
Duchesne, D Green, A Langan, C Mears, R Mckenna and C Walters. Also present was Mrs V 
Waples (Clerk) and nine members of the public. 
 

1.  Election of Chairman 
It was proposed and agreed by all present that Cllr. Staff be re-elected to 
the position of Chairman. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office for the 
position was duly signed and countersigned by the Clerk and would be 
kept in the Council's files. 
 

 

2.  Election of Vice-Chairman 
It was proposed and agreed by all present that Cllr. Langan be re-elected 
to the position of Vice-Chairman. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
for the position was duly signed and countersigned by the Clerk and would 
be kept in the Council's files 
 

 

3.  Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies for Absence: 
i. There were no apologies of absence applicable. 

 

 

4.  Declaration of Members Interests: 
i. There were no declarations of interest for the agenda under 

discussion. 
ii. There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

 

5.   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th February 2013: 
The previously circulated minutes were agreed and signed as a correct 
record of the meeting.  
 

  

6.  Public Forum:  
i. Lifebuoy and fencing around pond on Village Hall land - further 

discussions were held over the siting of the lifebuoy and the fencing 
around the pond. Whilst it was understood that the Parish Council 
had reacted to concerns raised by other parishioners, those living in 
the vicinity of the village hall who were most impacted by the 
lifebuoy and fencing were keen to see the situation resolved. It was 
confirmed that the lifebuoy could be re-sited further onto the Village 
Hall land as long as it was still accessible. Discussions followed on 
ways and means to minimise the impact of the fencing that had been 
erected. It was noted that this was the cheapest option possible and 
that the Parish Council had planned to plant a native hedgerow in 
the front of the fencing but had put those plans on hold once the 
complaints had been received. It was agreed that if the complainants 
were willing the existing fencing could be replaced with something 
that was more attractive. It was also confirmed that given the height 
and location of the fencing planning permission was not needed. It 
was noted that one of the complainants would seek a further legal 
opinion as to whether the Parish Council would be in breach of it's 
insurer's advise to erect fencing and a lifebuoy around the pond if 
they were to be removed. 
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7.  To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Investment Panel Project: 
Cllr. Mears reported that the bus shelter was 1/2 erected and that the 
concrete slabs for the recreational shelter were down. As soon as both 
shelters had been erected it was agreed that he would inform the Clerk 
who would then ensure that the items were taken off contents insurance 
and place on all risks insurance. It was confirmed that there would be an 
opening ceremony at a later date. 
 

 
 
 
 
CM/Clerk 

8.  To discuss the Parking Issues within Smithy Close and the Installation of a 
VAS. 
It was reported that with regards to the proposals for the parking of 
vehicles in Smithy Close prices were still awaited from SCC. It was also 
noted that SCC had informed the Clerk that they now had the budget to 
fund new posts for the mobile VAS. Meetings had taken place with the 
VAS operator and a new site had been agreed and the existing post would 
need to be replaced with a more suitable one. The speed repeater sign 
would be refitted to the new post. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9.  To further discuss the  complaint on the fencing and lifebuoy sited around 
the pond at the Village Hall: 
It was noted that the Clerk had received an email from the Council's 
Insurers indicating that the Insurance Policy did have a Reasonable 
Precautions Condition which required the Insured to take all possible 
measures to minimise a loss. It further stated that the Parish Council may 
be in breach of this condition by removing the life saving equipment and as 
a result of this, in the event of a loss, it was possible that either cover 
would not operate in the event of a loss or it would meet a claim but would 
subrogate the claim against the Insured for being in breach of the 
Condition.  The Insurers had offered to send a surveyor to visit the site 
with the Insured. In the first instance it was agreed that a copy of the email 
would be sent to one of the complainants to see whether they would be 
able to obtain another legal opinion that would ensure the Council were not 
in breach of this condition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10.  To receive the Clerk’s report: 
i. The financial report was presented to the Council. Current funds stood 

at £13,303.61.  
ii. The following had been received as income since the last meeting: 

HMRC VAT £2004.32; Interest £0.41; UK Power Networks £39.08; 
Refund from BT £28.45 and Precept from St Edmundsbury 
£10,200.00. 

      iii. The following items were approved and presented for payment: SALC 
£216.00 cheque 614 (LGA 1972 s143); Anglian Water £13.33 cheque 
615 (Open Spaces Act 1906 s9&10); Community Action Suffolk 
£30.00 cheque 616 (LGA 1972 s111); Aon Insurance Ltd £847.24 
cheque 617 (LGA 1972 s140(1)); V Waples £102.74 cheque 618 
(LGA 1972 s111); V Waples £254.69 cheque 619 (LGA 1972 s111 & 
112) and HMRC £109.20 cheque 620 (Inc & Corp Taxes Act 1998). 

iv. Accounts for year ended 31st March 2012 - the accounts for the year 
ended 31st March 2012 were presented and approved by Council and 
signed as such by the Chairman and the RFO. 

v. Annual Governance Statement for the Annual Return for the year 
ended 31st March 2012 - this was also presented and approved by 
Council and signed as such by the Chairman. 
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11.  To receive reports from the Councillors: 
i. Cllr. Bluett made the Clerk aware of recent problems that had been 

encountered over the location of the Hoggards Green sign. The Clerk 
was asked to investigate whether the sign could be moved to a more 
suitable location. 

ii. Cllr. Bluett made the meeting aware that the two signs for the 
Diamond Jubilee Trees had been blessed by both Ministers. It was 
noted that the planting of any trees would now need to wait until the 
Autumn and that one would be located on Hoggards Green in place of 
the dead tree and one would be planted on The Green at Bardfield 
Combust. Two Oak Trees were offered by a parishioner. 

iii. Cllr. Mears reported that he was currently working on a Welcome 
Pack for newcomers to the village. 

iv. Cllrs. Mears and Crawford agreed to liaise over the purchase and 
erection of additional anti dog fouling posters. 

v. Cllrs. Mears and Staff made the meeting aware that the 
Environmental Health Officer was still to make contact with the owner 
over the persistent fouling by their dog. 

vi. Cllr. Mears reported that 9 people had attended the Litter Pick and 
that 12 bags of rubbish had been collected. 

vii. Cllrs. Crawford asked for an update on the moving of the sign 
indicating Stanningfield on the A134. This would be chased up in time 
for the next meeting. 

viii. Cllr. Walters asked that the PC consider the purchase of a defibrillator 
and training of members of the parish in its use. It was agreed to put 
this on a future agenda for discussion and to invite Cockfield 1st 
Responders to a meeting to discuss further. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12.  Planning Issues:  
i. Planning Application: erection of pitched roof to replace existing flat 

roof to garage @ Acorns, Chapel Road, Stanningfield. 
Council had no objections to this application.  

ii. Planning Application: i) change of use of existing outbuildings to 
equestrian stabling for domestic use ii) cladding of outbuildings iii) 
construction of outdoor arena and iv) erection of fencing to boundary 
and paddocks @ Yew Tree Barn, Main Road, Bradfield Combust. 
Council had no objection to this application. 
 
Council had been informed of the following decisions: 

iii. Planning permission for the retention of V-shaped information board 
@ Block Farm, Main Road, Bradfield Combust. 
 

 

13.  Correspondence:  
General correspondence was brought to the Council’s attention. 
 

 
 
 

14.  Closing Comments from the public:  
i. The Parish Council was praised for the work that had been done to 

improve the village and thanks were offered to the Parish Councillors 
for a job well done as most people appreciated it. 

ii. A request was made for the purchase of a trolley for the chairs in the 
Village Hall. This would be an agenda item at the next meeting. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm 

 

Date of next meeting 17th June 2013 in the Village Hall, Stanningfield. 


