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 Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 4th November 2013  
in the Methodist Schoolroom, Bradfield Combust 

 

Members present: Councillor D Staff in the Chair, Councillors M Bluett, M Duchesne, D Green, 
T Langan, R McKenna, C Mears and C Walters. Also present was Mrs V Waples (Clerk) and 
five members of the public. 
 

1.  Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies for Absence: 
i. There were no apologies applicable. 
ii. Apologies of absence had been received from the Bury Rural SNT. 
iii. Council noted the written resignation of Cllr. Crawford. The Clerk 

confirmed that this had been accepted by the Chairman and that the 
vacancy for the post of Councillor had been advertised on the 
parishes' noticeboards. Should there be no request for an election 
from 10 electors by 8th November then the Council would be free to 
co-opt a member.  

 

 

2.  Declaration of Members Interests: 
i. There were no declarations of interest for the agenda under 

discussion. 
ii. There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

 

3.   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th September 2013: 
The previously circulated minutes were agreed and signed as a correct 
record of the meeting.  
 

  

4.  Public Forum:  
i. No report had been received from the County Councillor, Mr. Terry 

Clements.  
ii. No report had been received from the Borough Councillor, Mrs. 

Mildmay-White. 
iii. A written report had been received from the Bury SNT in which it 

was confirmed that there had been 1 crime of interest in the Parish 
- a burglary dwelling on 8th October in Bradfield Combust. It was 
confirmed that the current priorities for the SNT were dealing with 
speeding issues; preventing and deterring harecoursing and to 
detect, prevent and deter offences of burglary. OCSO Cogman 
confirmed that speed checks had been carried out in the village on 
22nd and 28th October which had resulted in 3 verbal warnings 
being given. Cllrs. Mears and Staff made the meeting aware that 
Great Welnetham Parish Council would be interested in discussing 
the possibility of setting up a Community Speedwatch Group with 
neighbouring parishes. It was noted that this would be discussed 
further in the New Year.  

iv. Comments/questions from the floor: 

 Concerns were raised at traffic driving along the footpath at 
Smithy Close to access some of the properties. It was 
mentioned that this was impacting upon some of the 
neighbouring gardens which would have a severe affect if the 
wet weather prevailed. The Council confirmed that it had written 
to one of the properties asking them to desist and would now 
flag the issues up to the police for driving along the footpath and 
to St Edmundsbury and Suffolk County Council as joint owners 
of the area. 
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 Concerns were raised at dogs being allowed to be exercised on 
the allotments. Following discussions it was agreed that the 
Council would purchase new signs to be erected at the entrance 
to the allotments indicating that dogs were not allowed in that 
area.  
 

5.  To discuss the Parking Issues within Smithy Close 
It was agreed that the Clerk would action the points agreed within the 
public forum concerning Smithy Close. 

 
 
 
 

6.  To discuss the Installation of the VAS 
The Clerk confirmed that the new posts needed for the deployment of the 
VAS sign had been erected the previous week. Once the VAS were ready 
for deployment the Clerk would be emailed the schedule with approximate 
dates.  
 

 

7.  To receive the Clerk’s report: 
i. The financial report was presented to the Council. Current funds stood 

at £8,786.92. Income in the sum of £207.07 had been received since 
the last meeting: Anglian Water £36.21 (refund of overpayment); Aon 
£10.91 (refund for change in cover); Interest £0.41 and Allotment Rent 
£159.54.  The following payments had been raised since the last 
meeting: BT £56.90 ddr (LGA 1972 s111) (Sept and Oct).  

ii. The following items were approved and presented for payment: SALC 
£52.99 cheque 645 (LGA 1972 s101); Anglian Water £11.86 cheque 
646 (Small Holdings & Allotment Act 1908); Abbey Fire £457.14 
cheque 647 (LGA 1972 s111); V Waples £92.50 cheque 648 (LGA 
1972 s111); V. Waples £254.46 cheque 649 (LGA 1972 s112).  

iii. To consider projects to be supported from the balance of monies 
within the NIP account: Council were reminded that 10 items had 
been achieved over the last 2 years. There was around £2,500 left 
within the account which, it was agreed, would be used for match 
funding for future projects. The biggest asset within the parish was 
that of the Village Hall which would soon be in need of some repairs. 
Council was in agreement that prior to agreeing to commit funds, the 
next step was to survey the village hall as to what could and what 
needed to be done. It was also agreed that the Council would join 
Community Action Suffolk which was an umbrella of groups 
associated with funding and projects. 

iv. To consider further the request to agree in principle to the erection of 
a memorial to recognise those involved during WW1 and WW2 in 
Bradfield Combust and to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 
WW1: Cllr. Langan confirmed that he had approached two companies 
who specialised in laser cutting of stainless steel in order to produce a 
suitable memorial. 2 prices had been received ranging from £663 
inclusive of VAT and £737 exclusive of VAT. It was noted that there 
would still be a cost for the erection of a suitable plinth for the plaque 
at a cost of approximately £550 exclusive of VAT. Whilst it was 
confirmed that there were 2 plaques in the Church in Bradfield 
Combust commemorating  those who had died inWW1 and WW2, 
Council was asked to consider the erection of a new plaque in 
anticipation of the closure of the Church to be sited in front of the 
existing village sign. It was discussed as to whether this could be 
given to the College or a local firm to produce. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would check which grants might be available for such a project. 
It was also discussed as to whether a contribution could be sought 
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from the residents of Bradfield Combust. Cllr. Langan agreed to put 
together a letter that could be circulated to all residents for discussion 
at the next scheduled meeting.  

v. Council was made aware of correspondence received from SALC on 
the matter of the localised council tax support schemes grants 
(LCTSS). It was confirmed that the amount of parish LCTS grant from 
the Government to the Billing Authorities would remain unchanged in 
2014-15 and it was the universal expectation that the grant would be 
passed down in full to parishes. It was also noted that as of yet 
nothing had been received from the DCLG on whether the 
Government intended to cap parishes in 2014-2015. 

vi. Council was given a list of the dates scheduled for 2014.  
vii. Aon - Snow Clearance, Salting and Gritting - Council's attention was 

brought to the letter from its insurers detailing policy guidelines and 
cover in preparation for cold weather. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would check SCC's website for its wording on the clearing of snow 
etc. 

viii. Bury Road - the Clerk confirmed that, following a report she had 
submitted, Highways had raised a works order for a contractor to 
clean out the gullies and jet the surface water system outside Field 
View on Bury Road. 

ix. Wall in ditch on Bury Road - it was reported that the wall had now 
been removed from the ditch. Cllrs. were asked to check and report 
back to the Clerk should this not prove to be the case. 

x. Static Caravans in rear gardens - the Clerk was asked to ascertain the 
planning regulations as to whether planning permission was required. 

xi. Play Area Inspection Report - it was agreed that the Clerk would 
obtain quotations for the repairs that had been identified as necessary 
following the recent inspection report by the Borough. 

xii. Signs for Hoggards Green and The Green - the Clerk agreed to 
contact the Borough once again for the installation of the signs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

8.   To consider matters to be included within the Precept for 2014/15 noting 
recent correspondence from St Edmundsbury and SALC. 
It was confirmed that whilst the amount of LCTS grant from the 
Government to the Billing Authorities would remain unchanged in 2014-15 
St Edmundsbury had taken the decision in July to decrease the LCTS 
Grant by 25% a year which was approximately in line with that it might be 
facing as a borough council funding cut. It was also confirmed that the 
borough would be phasing out the Council tax Support Grant over the next 
four years at a rate of 25% per annum. It was also noted that as of yet 
nothing had been received from the DCLG on whether the Government 
intended to cap parishes in 2014-2015. Council received the draft precept 
that had been previously circulated which indicated that an increase in the 
precept levied on the parishioners might be necessary just to standstill. It  
was agreed to suspend any further decision on the setting of the precept 
for 2014/15 until the December meeting when the Council's Tax Base for 
the parish would be known. 
 

 

9. 7
.
  

To receive reports from the Councillors: 
i. Cllr. Mears made the meeting aware that a parishioner who owned 

land adjacent to the allotments had requested permission to install a 
gate from his land onto the allotments to gain access to allow him to 
cut the ragwort on a regular basis that grew on the fallow allotment 
area. It was agreed by all that this would be allowed. 

ii. Cllr. Mears asked whether it had been agreed that allotments could be 
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offered to those who were resident outside of the parish and whether 
a different rent was applicable. The Clerk agreed to look back over the 
minutes and ascertain what was agreed.  
 

10.  Planning Issues: 
i. Planning Application: construction of underground swimming pool 

utilising existing out building for pool plant housing (following removal 
of existing above ground swimming pool) @ Coldham Hall, Coldham 
Lane, Stanningfield. 
Council was in agreement that it had no objections to this application. 

ii. Vision 2031 - Council was made aware that the Local Plan documents 
were formally submitted by St Edmundsbury Borough Council on 
October 24th to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government for independent examination. 
 

 

11.  Correspondence:  
General correspondence was brought to the Council’s attention. Updated 
copies of The Good Councillor's Guide was issued to all present.  
 

 
 
 

12.  Closing Comments from the public:  
There were no further comments from the members of the public present. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 

 
 
Date of next meeting 9th December 2013 in the Village Hall, Stanningfield. 


