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 Bradfield Combust with Stanningfield Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 18th March 2013  
in Stanningfield Village Hall, Stanningfield 

 

Members present: Councillor A R Langan in the Chair, Councillors M Bluett, D Crawford, M 
Duchesne, C Mears, R Mckenna and C Walters. Also present was Mrs V Waples (Clerk), 
County Councillor Terry Clements and three members of the public. 
 

1.  Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies for Absence: 
i. Apologies of absence were received from Cllrs. Green and Staff, 

PCSO Ken Ruston and Mrs. S. Mildmay-White. 
ii. Council consented to accept these apologies for absence. 

 

 

2.  Declaration of Members Interests: 
i. There were no declarations of interest for the agenda under 

discussion. 
ii. There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

 

3.   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th February 2013: 
The previously circulated minutes were agreed and signed as a correct 
record of the meeting.  
It was noted that grit bins had been purchased and sited in Norse Avenue 
and Smithy Close and both sites had been added to SCC's spreadsheet.  
It was also noted that the demolished wall along Bury Road was the 
subject of an insurance claim which prevented any repairs being carried 
out. Debate followed as to who owned the drive and the ditch. It was noted 
that until the insurance claim had been settled the Council would be 
unable to comment further. 
 

  

4.  Public Forum:  

i. Mr. Clements' drew the meeting's attention to his previously circulated 

report and confirmed that there would be no increase in council tax for 

the next 12 months. The county still needed to save around £25million 

from its budget next year due to reduced government funding and 

increased demand for services. He also confirmed that the school 

organisation review that was set up in 2006 was nearing its final 

stages. He mentioned that although the County's Highways contract 

for the provision of the County's highway services, road maintenance, 

winter gritting, street lighting, traffic signals and bridge works had 

been awarded in December, due to differences over contractual 

issues this contract had now been awarded to May Gurney. Locally he 

confirmed that Highways was slowly catching up with necessary road 

repairs and resurfacing and that he would chase up Highways 

regarding the signage to Stanningfield when approaching from the 

Bradfield Combust direction. He asked the Clerk to forward him the 

emails on this matter. He made the meeting aware that SCC and the 

police had teamed up to provide new speeding signs for Suffolk's 

roads and that 10 temporary vehicle-activate signs and 10 mobile 

tripod-mounted signs will now be used across the county. The 

temporary VAS will move around the council to locations designated 

by the police, county and parish councils as having the biggest 

impact. It was agreed that the Clerk would provide SCC with the two 

locations favoured by the Parish Council as possible locations in 
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Bradfield Combust for the first type of VAS - past the 40mph repeater 

signs when approaching BC from the Bury St Edmunds area and prior 

to Ixer Lane/The Manger when approaching from the Sudbury 

direction. 

ii. Mrs Mildmay-White's report would be appended to the next meeting.  

iii. The Bury Rural SNT had submitted a written report in which it was 

conformed that the new dedicated PCSO for the area was PCSO 

3257 Hollie Cogman. It was also confirmed that there were no crimes 

reported since the last meeting and that the new priorities for March 

were prevention. reduction and education in respect of burglary 

offences for both dwellings and non-dwellings and to increase the 

number of neighbourhood watch teams throughout the St 

Edmundsbury Rural North area. 
iv.  Public:  

i. Lifebuoy and fencing around pond on Village Hall land - it was 
confirmed that recent correspondence received from three 
parishioners on this matter had been circulated to all Councillors. 
The correspondence included comments that the fencing and 
lifebuoy were unsightly; not aesthetically pleasing; out of keeping 
with the location; an impediment to safe rescue and a waste of 
financial resources. It was agreed that this matter would be 
discussed further under Agenda Item 7. 

ii. Parking outside Hambro Cottages - it was confirmed that this was 
still an ongoing problem as was the war memorial verges. The Clerk 
confirmed that she had been in contact with Havebury over this 
issue but would chase once again. 
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5.  To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Investment Panel Project: 
Cllr. Mears reported that the materials for both the bus and teen shelters 
had now been delivered and were being stored at his home until the slabs 
had been installed. The preferred contractor had been appointed and 
would commence work once the weather had improved. It was also 
confirmed that any salvageable materials from the bus shelter would be 
stored for reuse when rebuilding the BBQ at the back of the Village Hall.  
The slabs for the bus shelter should be in place by the end of April. As the 
shelters would be erected by volunteers it was confirmed that insurance 
cover would be in place under the Council's Public Liability Insurance 
Policy. As soon as the Teenage Shelter was erected the Parks 
Infrastructure Department at St Edmundsbury would be informed. The 
Clerk also confirmed that the Chairs for the Village Hall had been ordered 
and were to be delivered shortly. It was mentioned that photos showing the 
new teen and bus shelters to be erected would be uplifted to the website. 
 

 
 
 
 

6.  To discuss the Parking Issues within Smithy Close 
It was reported that the Chairman, Cllr. Mears and the Clerk had met with 
Highways to discuss possible solutions to the parking issues at Smithy 
Close. As soon as the options had been costed they would be put to the 
Parish Council for comments. It was noted that the grassed area was 
owned by St Edmundsbury and that the Highway and Footpath were 
owned by SCC. 
Council were also informed that speeding within the village in particular 
past the Village Green was also raised. Particular emphasis had been 
placed on the area where additional facilities had been/were in the process 
of being placed. It was agreed that SCC would look at the feasibility of 
sighting one of the recently purchased mobile VAS. 
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7.  To receive a complaint on the fencing and lifebuoy sited around the pond 
at the Village Hall: 
Following complaints received on the siting of the fencing and lifebuoy and 
as per earlier discussions, Council were made aware of the process and 
thinking behind the actions taken with reference to risk assessments and 
public liability. Council were advised that where a risk exists the Council 
must (and ought to) protect its residents and tax-payers against claims and 
litigation costs arising out of injury and damager to members of the public. 
Council was of the opinion that it had acted responsibly and was informed 
that according to its insurers it had not breached its duty of care and had 
taken appropriate steps. Further discussion followed and it was agreed 
that the Parish Council would ascertain if there was a more suitable place 
for the lifebuoy to be sited and that the complainants would seek a further 
legal opinion as to whether the lifebuoy and fencing could be removed 
without the Parish Council being at any risk of a successful claim against it 
and whether they would be interested in contributing to a more 
aesthetically-pleasing fence. Cllr. Mears and Staff made the meeting 
aware that the intention had been to plant a native hedge in front of the 
fence as the chicken wire was only temporary and that the lifebuoy had 
been placed in the most accessible place. It was agreed to suspend all 
further action on this matter until the next meeting to allow both parties to 
undertake further research. 
 

 

8.  To receive the Clerk’s report: 
i. The financial report was presented to the Council. Current funds stood 

at £2,604.55. The following had been received as income since the 
last meeting: Havebury Housing Association £2590.50. 

      The following expenditure had been incurred since the last meeting: 
BT £17.45 & £29.00 & £28.45 (ddr); M W Nice £233.52 cheque 604 
(Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10); B L Colson £544.80 cheque 609 
(Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10). 

ii. The following items were approved and presented for payment: Aon 
Insurance Ltd  £13.84 cheque 579 (LGA 1972 s140(1)); SALC £6.00 
cheque 580 (LGA 1972 s111); Aon Insurance Ltd £23.82 (LGA 1972 
s140(1)); Broxap £7631.19 cheque 610 (Local Gov. Misc. Prov. Act 
1976 s19 & PC Act 1957 s1) V Waples £189.58 cheque 611 (Open 
Spaces Act 1906 ss9 &10) and V Waples £179.53 cheque 612 (LGA 
1972 s111 & 112) and Viking £1725.55 cheque 613 (Local Gov Misc 
Prov. Act 1976 s19).  

iii. Internal Audit Report - Council received the report from the Internal 
Auditor and noted the contents contained therein and that the Internal 
Review had taken place on 13th February 2013. 

iv. Council's Financial Risk Assessment & Council's Asset Register - 
Council reviewed both documents and found them to be accurate in 
their assessment of the risks facing the Council. The asset register 
was declared to be up to date effective 18th March 2013 with additions 
of £7,680 for the year. 

v. Effectiveness of the Internal Control & Scope of Internal Audit -  as 
required by the Council's External Auditors, BDO LLP, Council 
reviewed the effectiveness of its internal control and found them to be 
appropriate and adequate for the parishes' activities. It was noted that 
Cllr. Langan had carried out control tests on the Council's System of 
Internal Controls and found them to be effective and implemented as 
per agenda item 7iv. 

vi. Appointment of the internal auditor - Council confirmed the 
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appointment of Mr. Mayhew as the Council's internal auditor and the 
Clerk informed the Council that she would arrange for the completion 
of the Annual Audit as soon as the Annual Return had been received 
and completed. 
 

9.  To receive reports from the Councillors: 
i. Cllr. Crawford made the meeting aware that the sanitised copy of the 

Council's Emergency Plan was now on the website. A complete copy 
was issued to the named contacts with all who received copies 
signing to show receipt. A copy was taken by the Clerk to be passed 
to the Chairman. 

ii. Cllr. Mears made the meeting aware that the quote for 250 native 
hedging plants was currently on hold.  

iii. Chairman Staff made the meeting aware that there would be a 
mediation session between the residents of Norse Avenue on 25th 
March which would be open to all. 

iv. Cllr. Mears made the meeting aware of complaints that had been 
received regarding the work carried out to the conifers on Beechcroft 
that backed onto Havebury Properties. The Clerk was asked to flag 
this up to Havebury.  

v. Cllr. Mears made the Clerk aware of complaints that had been 
received over the use of the bridleway past The Grange. It was 
agreed that the Clerk would establish ownership in the first instance. 

vi. Chairman Staff asked that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Bradnam 
and Mr. Colson for their assistance in clearing the wildlife areas and  
the pond on the Village Hall land. 

vii. Cllr. Mears made the meeting aware that he would be placing an 
article on dog fouling in the next issue of Village Matters. 

viii. Cllrs. Mears and Mckenna informed the meeting that they would be 
organising a village litter pick for a weekend in April. The Clerk was 
asked to ascertain whether St Edmundsbury had any equipment that 
could be loaned out.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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10.  Planning Issues:  
i. Planning Application: continued use of former farm building and 

agricultural yard for the display and sale of period, new & reclaimed 
building materials and garden furniture with assocaited parking 
driveway and lighting @ Block Farm, Main Road, Bradfield Combust. 
Council had no objections to this application.  

ii. Planning Application: advertisement application - retention of V-
shaped information board @ Block Farm, Main Road, Bradfield 
Combust. 
Council had no objections to this application. 

iii. TPO - various works to trees covered by a TPO @ Bradfield Scout 
Campsite, Ixer Lane, Bradfield Combust. 
Council had no objections to this application. 

 

 

11.  Correspondence:  
General correspondence was brought to the Council’s attention. 
 

 
 
 

12.  Closing Comments from the public:  
There were no further questions from the members of the public present. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 

 

Date of next meeting 13th May 2013 in the Village Hall, Stanningfield. 


